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Agrlcul’cural Lands. ..

“On a clear day, you can see most of the best farmland in
Ontario from the top of the CN Tower. On a quiet day, you can
almost hear that land being paved over.”

Basic Facts

e 37% of Class 1 land in Canada 1s within view of the CN
Tower.

e 20% of Class 2 land in Canada 1s within view of the CN
Tower.

e 43% of the value of agricultural production in Canada lies
within 80 kilometres of 22 different cities.

Canadian Land Inventory

e the amount of Class 1 land in all of Canada is less than the
size of New Brunswick (0.5% of Canada’s land surface —
4.2 million hectares)

e only 11% of Canada’s land surface is capable of agriculture
of some kind

e only 5% of Canada’s land surface is capable of crop growth

e 50% of the Class 1 land in Canada 1s located in Ontario,
BUT

e Ontario has the greatest degree of urbanization in Canada

Class 1 land: no significant limitations to crops

Class 2 land: moderate limitations that require good
conservation practices

Class 3 land: severe limitations
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Disappearing Farmland

Below is a typical limited access highway, where concession and sideroads do not
link up to paved highways. The highway runs through a rich farming area of
southern Ontario, 5 kilometres outside of a city of 150 000 people.
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1. How many farms in this rural concession are untouched by the new
highway?

2. If each farm is 100 acres in size, what percentage or fraction of Farm “A” is
used up for the highway construction? How much of Farm “I” is used up for
the highway?

3. How does farmer “A” reach the part of the farm on the other side of the
highway? How does farmer “B” reach the other part of his farm?

4. If you were farmers “C” or “H”, what would you try to do with the
fragmented pieces of farmland you owned?

5. What possible futures are in store for farms “I”” and “J”?



