
Methods of Fishing in Canada 
 
 

In Shore Off Shore 
• small boats with limited gear, 

self-employed 
• 85% of fishers but just 10% of 

fish 
• day trips only, no trips during bad 

weather 
• low income 
• lobster, shrimp, clam, cod, and 

haddock 

• large ships with variety of gear, 
company owned 

• 15% of fishers but 90% of fish 
• out for two weeks or more at a 

time, in any weather 
• reasonable income 
• harvest cod, sole, halibut, redfish, 

flounder 

 
 

Type of Net Description Diagram 
Purse Seining circling a school of 

fish with a net 

 
Gill Netting passing fish get 

caught in net 

Otter Trawling bag-shaped net 
dragged along the 
ocean floor 

 
 


