
Environmental Assessment Success 
 
Imagination and compromise. With these two ingredients, the students and the citizens found a 
solution that protects most of the woods. And it will cost much less than the original project! 
 

• A basketball court will be built on the teachers' parking 
lot (already paved). Teachers will park their cars in 
front of the church across the street, since the church 
lot is empty during the week. 

 
• The schoolyard will be extended onto only one-third of 

the woods. On this portion, all healthy young trees will 
be transplanted in the neighbourhood. 

 
• In the rest of the woods, an interpretative path will be 

created so that citizens and students can discover the 
ecological wealth of the forest. 

 
• For each tree cut down, the city will plant two new trees elsewhere in the neighbourhood. 

 
 
Without realizing it, the students and citizens of I.M. Perplexed School applied a work method 
that is becoming more and more popular: 
 
They conducted an environmental assessment. 
 
The goal of this method is to reduce a project's negative effects on the environment as much as 
possible. The environment includes water, the air, the ground, and all living things with which 
we share the Earth. An environmental assessment consists of four steps: 

1. Describe the project in detail.  
2. Evaluate the negative effects on the environment.  
3. Eliminate or reduce the effects on the environment.  
4. Make the best decision possible for us and for the environment.  

 
Since the 1970s, the Canadian government has carried out environmental assessment for all its 
projects. And the method works! Here's an example: Plans had been made to widen an old road 
that crossed through a marsh used by migrating birds. The project would have destroyed the 
marsh. Following the environmental assessment, it was decided that a new road would be built to 
go around the marsh. The old road was covered with earth to grow plants! 
 
Environmental assessment applies not only to major projects carried out by businesses and 
governments (factories, roads, etc.), but also to your family's own projects. Pretend your family 
is thinking of buying a second car. First, consider possible alternatives, such as walking, taking 
the bus, or car-pooling. If you decide the car is indispensable, choose a model that does not burn 
a lot of fuel. 


