International Agreements

1.

Students, in groups of four, examine the issues and perspectives of an international
agreement. The perspective that students take could be determined by a lottery system.
From one hat they pick the agreement they will be studying and from the other hat they
pick the role they will have (e.g., government, environmental group, industry
representative, scientists, or citizens). Students should be able to further develop their
roles by deciding upon an appropriate individual they could portray that would represent
a particular industry with a stake in the agreement.

e.g. Kyoto Protocol

e (Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew
Chair of Greenpeace Canada John Doherty
President of GM Canada Michael Grimadi
President of the Canadian Wind Energy Association Robert Hornung
A private citizen

Following the Issues Analysis model, students conduct some background research on the
agreement and the various points of view. Their research should include whether the
agreement has succeeded or failed in mitigating environmental damage, as well as an
analysis of implications of the success and/or failure on specific geographic locations.
When students have done this they should come together with the others working on the
same agreements but with different viewpoints and begin to construct their concept web.
This provides an overview of the topic and supplies each person with some idea of other
perspectives and their biases.

Each student writes in role a speech outlining his or her position with supporting
arguments and facts.

Suggested Agreements

Kyoto Protocol on Greenhouse Gas Emissions - unfccc.int

North American Free Trade Agreement - dfait-maeci.gc.ca/nafta-alena
Convention on Biological Diversity - biodiv.org

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer - unep.org/ozone
Convention on the Law of the Sea - un.org/Depts/los

Other Agreements

e United Nations Treaty Collection - untreaty.un.org

e Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species - cites.org
e Ramsar Wetlands Convention - ramsar.org

e Basel Convention on Hazardous Wastes - basel.int

e Convention on Migratory Species - cms.int



