Global Connections Textbook Assignment:

Population Growth

1. Read Chapter 5 in Global Connections. As always, check your understanding of
this topic by defining the terms in bold letters that appear throughout the chapter.
If you would like an official definition for each term, they are listed in the
glossary at the back of the textbook.

2. The Demographic Transition Model (DTM) is explained in significant detail in
the text on pages 61-69. The DTM is explained in the PowerPoint with this
lesson, but be sure to read through these pages to clarify your understanding of
this important concept. Also notice that in the PowerPoint explanation we added
a possible fifth stage (which is not explained in the textbook) where the birth rates
may actually become lower than the death rates. Complete the following table in
your notes.

Indicator Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

Typical birth
rate

Typical death
rate

Typical natural
increase

Major
population
feature

Dominant
economic
activity

Population is
primarily urban
or rural?

When occurring
(developed
countries)

When occurring
(developing
countries)

Current country
examples




Contrast the factors for “death control” (the decline in the death rate) during
demographic transition with those responsible for birth control.

Construct a map showing the demographic transition stage of each country in the
world. To determine each country’s stage, use the statistics attached and the
criteria below. (HINT: Go through the statistics and highlight all of the countries
that meet the Stage 1 criteria in one colour, then go through and highlight all of
the countries that meet the Stage 2 criteria in another colour, ...)

Stage 1: Birth Rate and Death Rates > 35

Stage 2: Birth Rate > 35 and Death Rate < 35

Stage 3: Birth Rate between 18 and 35 and Death Rate < 35

Stage 4: Birth Rate and Death Rates between 0 and 18

Using the map that you’ve created in question 5, what pattern(s) do you see with
regard to countries’ demographic transition stages and their location in the world?
Suggest reasons for these patterns.

Using the statistics attached, name a country that is close to making the transition
from Stage 2 to Stage 3, and another from Stage 3 to Stage 4. Include appropriate
statistics to support your case.

Using the statistics attached, identify the number of countries that have negative
natural increases (i.e., BR<DR). Name at least four such countries. What
characteristics do they have common (other than their demography)? Name two
additional countries that might be joining this list soon.

Two different population theories were presented in the PowerPoint of this lesson.
Briefly summarize the Bogue and Catton views about population growth as
described on pages 70-72. (Notice what we called “Adaptation Theory” in the
PowerPoint is called Cornucopians in the text.)

Briefly describe the implications of each of the three population projections made
by the United Nations. Consider the environmental, political, social, and
economic implications.
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