
The Human Development Index 
 

1a. Define and explain the meaning of HDI. 

 

 

 

b. Describe how the HDI is formulated. 

 

 

 

c. Why is it a good idea to have the process of comparing human development levels 
standardized? 

 

 

2.  Select a country from the developing world and write its name in the right-hand column 
heading below. 
Use the comparison tools to compare this country with Canada on the basis of indicators related to the components of the HDI 
(for example, life expectancy for women and men). Use the table below to summarize your research.  You may use the World 
Population Data sheet in addition to the interactive map (http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/hdi_rank_map.cfm). 

Development 
Indicator 

Canada Country: 
___________________ 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



3.  Look up the HDI ranking of your country from the HDI report.  Use the 2005 World 
Population Data sheet to answer the following:  
What is the overall rank of this country and the level of life expectancy, access to drinking water, 
and GNI PPP per capita? [Note: if you do not understand any definitions on the World Data 
sheet they are printed on the last page of the package]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does this country differ from Canada? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  What factors may account for this level of development? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Millennium Development Goals and the Canadian Connection 
Select a single millennium development goal.  Identify its issue, scope, and connection to other 
issues.  Identify the regions of the world where this issue is important.  Identify and research a 
Canadian or international problem involved in helping to deal with this issue as well as its 
purpose, goals, and specific actions being taken to improve quality of life. 
*You will be asked to present your findings to the class.  A brief summary of your findings will 
suffice (2-3 minutes). 


